_ubz_n{ _u}_u._.{_zm IN A _uO_u?._m_u PRISON OR DRINKING COFFEE IN THE FACTORY WHERE SPUTNIK WAS MADE?

REVOLUITION

TALLINN'S NOTORIOUS SOVIET INSTITUTIONS ARE PART OF A NEW — SECRET — CULTURAL MOVEMENT IN THE CITY
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reatures TALLINN

ON THE QUTSKIRTS of Tallinns centre, less than a
kilometre from its picturesque medieval (ld Town,
vou' Il find an imiposing conerete reminder of Estonias
Soviet past. Located in the industrial Ereistiine district,
Perbyrmer wars ome of the USSR Birgest tow fuctories. Tn
its ey, artnd 1200 workers woere coploved heee,
manufeturing jee-hockey pocks, fam Ggurines and,
toawaurds the e, Tasketballs,

Polymers claim to fame, however, was that it also
produced Misha, the USSR's cute mascot for the 1980
Moscow Olvmipic Games, 'The smiling bear was a huge
merchandising suecess, coveted by children amund the
warle and prondly toarted by the regime as the endedly
face of communisn, But it masked a maone brotal
trutle: Bifie fior Uhae workers who muede the Loy was G
b ehweery, Todlinge bong howrs for hard taskmasters,
thiey were offercd no protection from the poisonons
fumes that the lates and svathetic rubber gave of

Theirs was an arduous task that continued until
manufacturing stopped in 1548+,

Homww different r|1'.'|'|;_-;m. are fou |;|,_‘\.'. Now, where
fearsome apparatehiks onee stalked drbly decorated

nd

corritdors, vou'll find Banksy-style graftiti a
impressive art installations in every cormer, Old facton
doors D an the walls, forming comples murmls,
while vartsicle ore window someone his luing a
headless manneguin deessed in Viectorsian gach, That's
because, since 20004, this entire complex has operated
as an artists colony, known as Polymer Kaltuuritehas
(U erse I8, 22 Madlar; Sultroritehosec) Its all pert of
acquiet cultuml enaissanes taking place in Tallinn,

In revent vears, the city has developed = unfairly, it
Biats ten Do sanie, foor aomvone who's ever seen the beaatiful
collled walkways - a reputat

1 as @ slag purky
destinution. Bot at the same timwe, a burgeoning art,
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During the Soviet era, Patarei

music and performance =cene has sprung up, relatively
unnoticed, in buildings that were once a crucial part
of the old regime: abandoned factories, crombling
heating plants and even a former prison.

Fowr devaddes, Russin wsed Estonia as @ centne fir

its manufaeturng industre, Within Tallinn, then:

weere fetories dedicated o making evervthing frm
b b eleetromechanical eguipment, When Estonin
ained its independenee in 199, and went oo
being part of the world's largest countrey to one of its
smallest, it hiad no use for the wastelands of factories
left in the Soviet wake and for the next 12 vears many
fell in to disrepair.

PBut e the city’s cultuml elite are finding

acthralling wse for them., Anyone goang e a
wrkend stroll through Kalamaga, for instanoe = o

neighlnrhod comprised of industrial architectune

and boarded-up warehouses — may be surprized to
hear music spilling out from the deserted-looking
buildings, many of which have been turned into
al-hawe |'|'i;:||.|i]|'|='l‘|-. But at the centre of it all, theres an
evien bigger eve-opener: theyll diseover an old heating
prlamt that is mosw the Contermporry Art Muscum

of Estonvin (in Bstowscri, Festi Keosiresse Kunsdi
Musesenen CEKKM L 465 Pl Justs el (v 7R) 66

(¥,

rrecntmne Mool com).

“The state of the place was poor,” recalls Anders
Hiirm, one of the artists who founded the musenm,
hivving discovered the space while looking for a place
ter scpuat. “Theere were a1 bot of homeless livings here, the
o wins braken and there was trsh lving around.”

FREM is slowly wining a repatation in the art
wordd s hobd its ficst proper exhibition kst sommer.,
Prioe to its opening, Uhere wasnLa contemparary arl

rupes | TALLINN

was a KGB detention centre for political prisoners

e in the city, 2o it now plavs an important mle
in promoting voung talent, “It was an establishment
Tallinn both needed and lacked,” says Hirm “It’s
sthonrt ereating vour own cultural atmosphene,”

Of course, somee baoildings have an atmosphere
all thesar onwwn. Pabaret (6=724 Kifroir; fel: (8720 5004
. penbirred e 15 an imposing 20.000m° comples

ewverbooking the coast that wies built as asea fortness in
1540 and then reparposed in 1920 as a correctional
facility, Later, during the Soviel era, it was used as a
KGB detention centre and political prisoners were
often held there before going to trial,

Miany execut joms tonk |'l|.'l.|'|' at Pataret over the VIS

amel it est a fearsome shacdow over the mation until

thes Last inmiates were shioffled oot in 20042, Now, on
the werkends, deoves of people damour to et in o
elub nights hedd there, Barthd Lo Mejor, one of the #
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TALLINN
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conntry’s top [k played three mves thene Iast vear, He

s dhrmwn to |'.|1.|I'-:'i. |I|'*-‘I_'. 5y becanse of the contrasts
al aumed
1= full

1 rosomas, Dk ks ona besutiful boench” He is

it presents, “Tt has aoomigee o that™s maggi

Lol s & ruthiless place, The baild

1z b comerete pateh that Andreos Villem, who
wernment, has filled with
1 unexpected beach bar,
I'h-w|'|!h-' Its ey .||'-|nu'1] ‘.'i||‘.'|'\:||'q-' al=o sereened

leazes the prison from the

samd, =0 it now douables as

thiene), Patared isan odd venue, Even by day, i0s creepy,
It's
o] prison |

'-.'|:k by edesnnasd sinee the I:u.'ﬂil:k elossed, andd

s auned faneled gardie paosters litter the
cells Villenm rents it ont for events and reckons parties
000 revellers, Most of the clientele

averge arid
besaurn of them From the website reefa e, Facebook
« h y
iEes o individual DJs or from ]!-I.‘-|I'I:‘-'|!-|:I*-EI.'H"1:
r =soviet relics

throughout kalamaja,
ferrianer), It

Mot far from the prizon
wats onee the workplace for many of the countres finest

:,_'|.|1|"- 15 NS

Tielliskivi Creative City (6001 Telfiskied, tellis

erygineers and allegedly produced several parts for the
Sputnik satellite, so it Giting that its now the centre
of "Tallinn’s ninolficial cultunl orbit. OFits 17 buildings,

three huwe been renovated and turned into studio
] LAl s ] effices, Tnside, the walls are decorated with
el |'l_'. the So0 .“'wl{i.l.”l":l. 4 Soo, tel

2043, sonsoree], i contemporry arl institution that

art e

rents spae earby, By 2008, it seems Dikely one of the
faetorivs will be turned into a theatre, Theres alsoa
thriving café, F-Hoone (fef: +372 G50 11040, A favourite
with an eclectic local crowd of designers and film-
mikers, it has the kind of shablw-chic interior much
helewed of Berdin dive bars; DO events in thee back room

in big erowds.

Thar impetus behind this ement sl nost

fior thee puest, bant canthoer o desine @

st Ciry
Laar, of the Estemian Academy of Arts, savs the

seemingly simple concept of creative freedom is
relatively mew for Tallinn's artists. *For so long, west’
was a dirty word, Artists got very excited when they
replized they could now imitate the West,” he says,
pointing '|-'|'.| fact that Western art flooded the
mzirket thaere

raveral vears, Then, after Estonan

Joined the ELT in 2004 = one of the few Fastern Bloe

comintries Lo doso = the tend reversed, and Tallings

artists went abroad, bringing back fresh inspiration.

TALLINN

“Alot of pe()ple
In creative
fields saw an

opportunity”

Ihae global eeonomic erisis has also had a e
efTewel. T the cavse of Telliskivi, its saved the ares from
teatan] dhestruetion. *In 2007, o real-estate imvestment
fuarwd Donggghit this area,” explains Kaanel Ofa, executive
miaager of the Telliskivi site. = The orginal plan was
fosr thverm toe bk all these buildings down, but then the
real-estate market crashed. It was clear that, for the
mext five or six vears, there'd be no point in building
anvthing new and a kot of people working in creative

fielels s an oppartunity”

o, s the coonomy improves, the bohemiam life
that has grown up aroand these old boildings mm
erstset te Dwe = =0 the olock is teking, "I the owner has
another idea of what to do with this Dailding ome day,
then we're out,” savs Jaanika Kuklase, director of the
Polvmer project, in philosophical tone, “We don't know
b lomg all this will last, so we just live day o day,”

S0 the message s dlear; if v want to sample this

VT different side to Fstonian Life, do it now,
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